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EuroVO-DCA

WP6: Support to data centres from other WP6: Support to data centres from other 
European CountriesEuropean Countries
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WP6: goals

• Same objectives as WP3…
– Dissemination of VObs knowledge.

– Support to Data Centres willing to join the 
VObs initiative. 

• … but different “audience”
– Data Centres from European countries not 

participating in the project.
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WP6: work methodology 

• Identification of potentially interested Data Centres.

– Census of European Data Centres. 

• Available since Nov’06

• From Centres with a positive response: 

– Formal letter of interest indicating:

• Clear, focused objectives • Specific needs

• Added value for the DCA project       • Contact point
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WP6: work methodology 
• Support

– Technical Visits:

• To/from the Data Centre.

• Close-contact after the visit: periodic reports and feedback.

– Participation in IVOA Interops. and Euro-VO workshops

– Regional VObs info-workshops

• Sofia, Bulgaria. 2008, Jan 24-25th.

• Lisbon, Portugal. 2008, Oct 23-24th.
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Report of activities: Portugal
• University of Lisbon/SIM (Laboratory of Systems, 

Instrumentations and Modelling).

• Contact point:André Moitinho & Sónia Anton
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Portugal: Clusters survey
• The project: “Development of a VObs-compliant archive 

for the San Pedro Mártir Open Cluster Survey”.

– CCD photometric UBVRI survey of 300 open star clusters. 

– Scientific drivers: 

• Structure and evolution of the Milky Way

• Late stages of star formation 

• Low mass end of the Initial Mass Function. 

• Multiwavelength analysis

– 220000 photometric values and 4500 images. 

– VO-compliant catalogue providing photometric and astrometric
information. Images will be available in a later stage.
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Portugal: Clusters survey
• Service registered as Conesearch in October 2008.
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Portugal: Class survey
• The project: “CLASS (Cosmic Lens All-Sky Survey) 

• Objective: Create a complete sample of radio-loud 
gravitationally lenses systems. 

• Survey conducted from 1990 to 1999 

• Available data:
– 14 860 radio maps (phase and amplitude calibrated) obtained at the 

VLA with A configuration at 8.4 GHz. 

– Information on total fluxes and I, Q, U total fluxes for 12746 
objects 

• Registered in October 2008
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Portugal: 
Workshops and Technical visits

• André Moitinho, Lígia Amorin, 
Sónia Anton

• Sónia Anton

• Lígia Amorin
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Portugal: VO-Info Day
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Portugal: Future VO activities

• Coimbra Observatory

– Solar observations.
• Multiwavelenght observations of 20000 digitized plates.

– BaSeL: a collection of theoretical data
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Report of activities: Czech Rep
• The project:“VO compliance of the spectroscopic archive 

of the 2-m Ondrejov telescope” (the largest telescope in the 

Czech Republic)
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Chezc Republic:  The HEROS archive at Ondrejov
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Chezc Republic:  The HEROS archive at Ondrejov



E. Solano. LAEFF- Spanish VO

������������	�	�
�����
������������������	��
������ �
 ���	����	����
������������������� ���!""#

Report of activities: Czech Rep

• Active participation in the definition of requirements 

for the proper handling of ground-based optical 

spectra in the VObs.:

– Impact on the SSAP and Spectrum Data Model.
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Report of activities: Czech Rep.
• VObs dissemination in the Czech Republic

– Contacts with the national community.

– University lectures in Prague and Brno.

– Conferences for amateur astronomers.

– Specific materials for teachers and students of 
secondary school.
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Chezc Republic:  White Dwarf Database
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Chezc Republic:  The HEROS archive at Ondrejov
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Report of activities: Czech Rep. 
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Report of activities: Hungary

• Konkoly Observatory, Hungarian Academy 
of Sciences

• Contact point:András Holl

• The project:“VO-compliance of the 
International Bulletin of Variable Stars”.
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Report of activities: Hungary 

• Use of Aladin as visualization and analysis tool for IBVS 
data both for sources and finding charts.

– By clicking on the link Aladin is launched and the IBVS data 
displayed.  
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Report of activities: Hungary
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Report of activities: Hungary 

• Implementation of a VO service for IBVS data

– A VOTable serialization compliant with the VO 1D Data 

Model was built…BUT many issues are still open:

• Description of the photometric system: identification, zero-point, 

transmission curve.  

• Characterization of the different types of light curves: time series, 

phased and “observed minus constant” curves.

– Preliminary results (also in collab. with CDS) were presented in 

the Garching workshop (Jun’08). 
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Report of activities: Hungary 
• Workshops: 

• Technical visits: CDS (March’08)

• Future VO projects:

– VO compliance of analysis tools for time-series

– VO compliance of solar databases

• Attempt to build a federation of “small” data centres to apply 
for EU money. 

– Lack of a partner with the critical mass necessary to coordinate
the initiative.
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Report of activities: Bulgaria
• Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

• Contact point:Milcho Tsvetkov 

• The project:“VO-compliance of WFPDB”.
– WFPDB contains descriptive information of more than 

half a million plates (23% of the existing ones all over 
the world).

– A small subset of plates has been scanned.

– Different problems have prevented from having the VO 
service up and running before the end of 2008.
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Report of activities: Bulgaria (II)
• VObs Info-Workshop: Sofia, 2008, Jan 24-25

– Attendance: 40 participants + 9 DCA people.

• Day-1:

– General-purpose DCA lectures 

– Presentations from participating Data Centres

• Days 1-2

– Hands-on sessions on how to publish in the VObs: 
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Report of activities: Romania 
• Astronomical Institute, Romanian Academy of Sciences &  Institute of 

Space Sciences. Bucharest, Romania

• Contact point:Petre Popescu / Laurentiu-Ioan Caramete.

• The project:

– VO compliance of an archive of photographic plates (13000) and 
CCD images. 

– The Virtual Observatory and the astro-particle datasets.

• Contacts with Fabio Pasian and Giuseppe Longo

• Creation of on-line infrastructure to provide integrated access to astrophysics
and astro-particle data collected by very different instruments.
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Report of activities: Romania 

• Designed to help European countries, particularly those that joined the 
EU after 2004, to join ESA.

• Improve the positions of galactic binaries using the Bucharest archive.

• Information about Mutual Phenomena of Jovian
satellites from the Bucharest archive.

First steps towards First steps towards RoVoRoVo
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Report of activities: Lithuania 
• Vilnius University

• Contact point: Sarunas Mikolaitis

• The project: Grids and VO

– LitGrid and the FP7 Baltic-Grid II

• Future VO activities:

– Use of GRID to build collections of theoretical spectra 
using atomic data from Vilnius Univ. 

– National VO meeting in November.

• Workshops

– Garching (June’08)

– VO-school (Moletai, Oct’07)
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Report of activities: Austria 
• Institute of Astronomy / University of Vienna

• Contact point: Ernst Paunzen

• The project:

– VO compliance of VALD Database and Webda archive

• IoA / DCA meeting in February 2007.

• No interest on the Austrian side.
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Other European countries: Serbia 

• Belgrade Astronomical Observatory

• Contact point: Milan Dimitrijevic / Darko Jevremovic

• The project:

– VO compliance of the Bucharest archive 

• 10 000 photographic plates. Scanning and cataloguing in collaboration 
with the Sofia Data Centre.

– VO compliance of Stark-B, a service for atomic data (Stark 
effect). In collab. with Paris-Meudon.
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• Workshops:Sofia Info-VO workshop (Jan’08)
– IVOA Interop (Trieste, May’08)

– Theory and Grid workshops (Garching, Apr’08)

– IVOA Interop (Trieste, May’08)

– How to publish in the VO (Garching, June’08)

• This support has allowed the creation of the Serbian VO.
– Signature of the contract between the Belgrade Observatory and 

the Serbian Ministry of Science and Technological Developmen.

– 27000 euros: People (7)+ infrastructure. 2008-2010

– Photographic plate archive & Stark-B

Other European countries: Serbia 
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• Lines of work:

– VO-compliance of the Nikolaev archive: 3 telescopes, 
400 GB (mid-2008).

– VO-compliance of the digitized plate archive: 3000 
plates already digitized for preview and 100 for 
astrometry.

– VO-compliance of stellar catalogues: astrometric
information obtained in the last 150 years. Some of the 
catalogues have been already registered in the VObs. 

Other European countries: Ukraine
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Other European countries: The Holy See
• Contact point:Alessandro Omizzolo

• The project:“VObs-compliance of the Vatican Plate Archive”.

– Well-preserved and metadata-rich archive of 10000 plates.

• Problem: The Holy See is not considered either a project’s partner 
or an EU member.

– Put in contact with the Italian VObs for a deeper collaboration.

Associated countries: Switzerland 
• Integral Science Data Centre

• Contact point: Mathias Beck

• The project: VO compliance of the ISDC

• Expression of interest / mail exchange
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Non-European countries: 
participation in workshops

• VObs is a global endeavour and collaboration already 
exists with many non-European countries.

• The DCA project is willing to strengthen its links with 
these countries by providing a limited amount of support. 
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Non-European countries: 
participation in workshops

• Olga Zhelenkova: Russia

• Jens Hardings: Univ. Católica, Chile

• Areg Mickaelian: Armenia-VO 

• Chenzou Cui, Bolian He:  China-VO 

• Juan Pablo Torres: INAOE, Mexico

• Olga Zhelenkova: Russia

• Igor Chillingarian: Russia

• Areg Mickaelian: Armenia-VO
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Summary
• Very successful cooperationwith Data Centres (in particular 

Portugal, Hungary and the Czech Republic).

• 8 Data Centres in the Census. Romania and Lithuania missing.

• 6 services have been created. More to come. 

• Very positive VObs dissemination at national level.

• WP6 has also helped Data Centres to 

– Explore other EU initiatives (Hungary /eContentplus)

– Explore other international initiatives (Romania/PECS)

– Apply / Get fund at national level (Portugal, Serbia). 


